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I am a visual artist with a special interest in interdisciplinary approaches to memory studies,
especially with regard to genocide and decolonization. Currently, I am a PhD candidate at the
Academy of Fine Arts Vienna, where I am completing my dissertation on the role and relevance of

art in the realm of memory politics, with a focus on the “Third Generation™ after the Holocaust.

I applied for a Visegrad Scholarship to conduct research on my current arts-based project, titled
“How I realized I was Roma, How I realized I was a Jew,” which deals with the commonalities and
differences in concealing, rejecting or embracing Jewish and Roma identity by members of the
Third Generation after the Shoah/Porajmos. This project explores the various coping strategies that

post-Shoah/Porajmos generations have employed to grapple with their own family origins.

Between 1980 and 1988, Andras Kovacs, Ferenc Er6s and Katalin Lévai, conducted life interviews
with Second Generation Hungarian Jews, which served as the basis for their article (“Hogyan
jottem ra, hogy zsid6 vagyok™), which appeared in Medvetdnc in 1985. My project borrows its title

from their groundbreaking study.

My research will culminate in an exhibition (a video work and a set of accompanying workshops) in
the summer of 2021. The exhibition, titled “How I realized I was Roma, How I realized I was a
Jew,” will be based on my personal experience of being born in Hungary in the 1980s and only
discovering my family origins later in life. The exhibition is semi-autobiographical, as I am one of
the subjects. I will compare my own experiences of realization and discovery, probing the ways in
which other families at times concealed, rejected or embraced their “hidden” or “tabooed” origins.
I will also juxtapose the personal stories with those examined by Kovacs, Erds and Lévai in the

1980s.

Through these experiences and discussions, I will explore the patterns of tabooing and hiding one’s
identity, culture, religion and ethnic background, both intentionally and unintentionally. Through
this process, I am asking almost that same questions that Erds, Kovacs and Lévai asked in the
1980s. I have tailored the questions to the challenges of the Third Generation, adapting the original
questionnaire to both Roma and Jewish perspectives.

By researching the different layers of memory discourses of the Shoah and Porajmos in Hungary, I
offer a new perspective on post-Second World War memory through double micro-histories

bringing the neglected (and often silenced) voices of the Third Generation to the fore.
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I have been planning to do this project for several years, but the real impetus cam on February, 10,
2020, when Ferenc Erds passed away. I felt that I should have done this project earlier, perhaps

even involving Er6s, so now this project has also become a tribute to his memory.

What I was hoping to find in the OSA?

When I was preparing the project I read Andras Lénart article “Zsid6 indentitdskutatdsok a
holokauszt utdn sziiletett generdcié korében” (Jewish identity research among the post-Holocaust
generation), which states that “All four [!] researchers received a copy of the interviews, and the
fifth copy apparently ended up at the foundation, but we did not find a trace of it. The interview
reports, however, did remain in the OSA Soros Foundation fond (OSA 13-6-1). The typed texts of
the interviews are together with the contracts, reports, lecture notes, publication notes, copies of
publications, foreign-language scholarly articles and bibliographies. The audio recordings of the

interviews were unfortunately lost. The interviews resulted in seven publications.”

I was hoping to find the research reports based on this information and I still hope to get the chance
to see the fifth copy of the interviews. By now I am aware that this requires a longer process due to

data protection regulations.

What did 1 find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project

After reading the research report “The biographical method in the study of Jewish identity in
present-day Hungary” in English and some notes in Hungarian by Ferenc Erds and Andras Kovécs
(1985 OSA 13-6-1:31), I decided to examine periodicals from this era in order to see how
contemporary Hungarian journals and weekly daily newspapers portrayed Jews in general and the

Er6s-Kovécs-Lévai research, in particular.

The other goal of my research at the OSA was to find out about the Istvdn Kemény poverty and
Roma research projects, which began in 1970. I was reading interviews with Istvdn Kemény and of

course | wanted to know more about the research that led to his forced emigration.
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I kept a research diary during my time at the OSA, focusing in particular on the articles about
poverty and the depiction of Roma in Hungarian newspapers from the 1970s to the 1990s.

Here is an excerpt of my research diary focusing on Istvan Kemény:

Kemény distributed questionnaires for the Roma-research project to the interviewers, and
the only condition was that the interviews be conducted in the gypsy’s homes. Tape-
recorded interviews were prepared, and afterwards he decided who could take part in the
research. This material was housed in the Institute for Sociology and it has been completely
destroyed. Articles and reports, however, have survived. Due to his research and weekly
seminars on gypsies and poverty, and later on workers, Kemény lost his job at the Institute
for Sociology at the end of 1972.1 A year later, because of the publication of his book,
Magyar Munkdsok (Hungarian Workers), all of Kemény’s research and publications were
banned. Following his research among the workers at the Csepel Iron- and Metalworks and
and the workers of Pest County, he reported “in 1970 at a lecture held at the Hungarian
Academy of Sciences that the surveyed people were, in fact, poor. In 1970, this was
forbidden.”? Afterwards, Kemény tried to publish pseudonymously under names like Aron
Maté, Frigyes Séley, Anna Roman, Fléra Kemény. This was during the heyday of the
dictatorship of the proletariat, when the poor were officially called persons with “multiple
accumulated disadvantages” (“tobboldaldan halmozottan hatranyos helyzetli”).3 The final
results of this study were immediately hidden away in the safe of the Statistical Office.
Later, it appeared as a samizdat publication, and a hundred or so copies circulated in
Budapest. Even under a pseudonym, he was unable to work as a scholar, so he found work
in other cultural sectors. For example, he made several Roma-themed documentary and

feature films with the director Pal Schiffer.4

The Erés-Kovécs report also focused on the language and the shifting meanings of key terms and
concepts in the post-Holocaust period. “It turned out that after a radical transformation of
Hungarian Society after 1945, it was not at all clear what was meant by the terms Jewish identity,

assimilation, anti-Semitism etc.” they wrote. “It was necessary to formulate questions relevant to

I Megfelezett élet: Beszélgetés Kemény Istvan szociologussal, Kritika, 1990 X., OSA 300 40 5 91
2 Beszélgetés Kemény Istvannal, A hallgatds nem segit, Magyar Hirlap, 1990.4.7. OSA 300 40 5 91
3 Beszélgetés Kemény Istvannal, A hallgatds nem segit, Magyar Hirlap, 1990.4.7. OSA 300 40 5 91

4 Masodik Nyilvanossag, Tisztelet Kemény Istvannak, Hirmondd, 1985 okt-nov, OSA 300 40 5 91
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the present as well, rather than simply concerning ourselves with answers to earlier formulated
questions. For this reason we decided to employ empirical methods in our search for an answer to
the question of what is meant by the concept of Jewish identity, as experienced in Hungary after the

war.” 3

Without quoting the entire report I want to emphasis some methodological issues which were

crucial in my arts-based research project:

- The interviews were conducted with member of the second generation but also sometimes
involved their parents.

- The interviews were based on oral history, supplemented by questionnaires

- The interviews focused on family histories going back two generations

- The interviews focused on childhood roots in Jewish identity

- The interviews focused on Jewishness/anti-Semitism, conflicted feelings regarding to the related

questions.

All these methodological issues helped me formulate and examine my own research questions. I
focused on other methods and solutions to answer the challenges of living in a multicultural society

for both Roma and Jewish Third generation.

After reading interviews with Kemény in Hungarian newspapers and reading the Er6s-Kovacs
research report I realized that in both research projects basically all the raw materials and interviews
had disappeared or I am just simply not authorised to access them. I decided to focus only on the
articles to see how newspapers discuss Roma people, theirs homes, their role in society, their

general circumstances, education, identities, culture, etc.

Inspired by the interview “A hallgatas nem segit” (silence does not help) with Istvan Kemény,
where he mentions that poverty was referred to as “a szegény embert ‘tobboldaldan halmozottan
hatrdnyos helyzetli’-nek nevezték” (“poor men, persons with ‘multiple accumulated

299

disadvantages’”) I decided that I am going to pay more attention to the use of language and

wording.

5 Kovéacs Andras, Er6és Ferenc kutatasi beszamolo ENG HU 1985 OSA 13-6-1/31
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While reading this articles, I focused on the following:

the command of languages, the linguistics, barbarism in the articles regarding to Roma.

- how articles portray the trauma of the Porajmos

- how articles use the “Roma” or “Cigany”, “szegény”, “halmozottan hdtranyos helyzet(” and in
which context

- how interviews have the aspect of victim narrative

- in interviews how they ask people about their ethnic background

- which stereotypes interviewers used

My time at the OSA shaped my arts-based research project by raising the following questions:

- To what extent is the Er6s-Kovics-Lévai research methodology applicable to the Third
Generation (of Jews and Romas)?

- In what ways can I involve other researchers to figure out how this research can be applied to
Romas of the Third Generation?

- What kind of discourse can there be between Jewish and Roma Third Generation?

- Is there any possibility or need for support groups with people of multiply identity?

- Who, how, where and when do people uncover or discuss their identity?

- What kind of research has been done targeting the Third Generation in Roma and Jewish context

in Hungary?

These questions will be reflected in my final work as my research will culminate in an exhibition
consisting of a video work, round table discussion, workshops, and a zine publication in the
framework of “Jewish Culture 2028,” which will be organized by Marom Budapest in the summer

of 2021.

At the end of the document I am attaching in Hungarian some of the articles that

strongly shaped my research and some images and drafts of the video work.






‘How did you find out you were a Jew?' In most countries, such a
question would be met with astonishment. Whether Jewishness is
regarded as national or ethnic consciousness, whether it is defined by
religious or cultural traditions, family customs or a combination of
these —however we understand it—in most countries one does not
‘find it out’ — Jewishness is an integral part of family traditions and the
everyday and cultural environment, and the society in which one lives

takcs cognizance of this, | |
1 = — Y

liungary is one of thc few places where this is not thc case. Many
of those who belong to the ‘second generation’ did not discover their
identity in the above manner — by gradually becoming aware of tradi-
tions, or by other means— but, generally speaking, only came to know
of it when they reached adulthood. Often the information came from
older people. If it came from family members it was usually the result
of a quirk in a situation of conflict or of complexes.
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The project “How | realized | was Roma, How | realized | was a Jew”
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g G e
‘”i}

I
u 0 \
A

e R e PR

el b NS s A

O

Rajottem, hogy 6k tudtak
amit én nem tudtam

4

.
a . .
e .'.',"..:1' ‘
N -

3



‘ NN i
The project “How | realized | was Roma, How | realized | was a Jew”

exhibition: video, workshop, roundtable dlSCUSSIOﬂ_ zine, article ' -

5 Bl 7

a barataim sem tudtak
és én sem tudtam

z




AL

o

I —
A --..‘_lt_‘_ ~_
S SRS N T

I
)

L ‘Ja .
How did you Pea,llze
that you were a Jew?

J‘p)'.

e 'I\q‘v
IR o ——

.?..

“f”?k i

-—‘.'.--



How did you realize

that you were Roma?
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What did | find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project?
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What did | find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project?

| kept a research diary during my time at the OSA:
1. to find the questionnaire (it got lost), but | found the research report
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(...)the narrator creates his/her “life-history” from past events, as seen from the present and that is

his present identity which creates the connections among these events.

“The “life-history” could serve to reconstruct the identity of the interviewed subject

Hungary following the war. By this time, the issue had

already been in the air for some time. The reception of
popular and literary works on the subject attested to the
fact that not only a lot of questions remained to be answer-
ed, but some forty years loter--after a forced halt to
dobates on the fssue following the war--it had become no
longer possible to pose the questions in the same manner.
It turned out that, after a radical transformation of Hung -
arian soclety after 1945, it was not at all clear what
was meant by the terms Jewish identity, assimilaticon, anti-
Semitism, ete. Consequently. it appeared that, although

historical studies wore necessary, but not sufficient,

Lo ascertain the current meaning of these concepts, |t

was necessary to formulate questions relevant to the present |

as well, rather than simply concerning ourselves with ans-
wers to earlier formulated questions. For this reason,
woe decided to employ empirical methods in our search for
an answer to the question of what is meant by the concept
of Jewish identity, as experienced in MHungary after the
war,

Our basic approach has been centered on the collection

of a relatively large number of very detailed life histories
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What did | find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project?

| kept a research diary during my time at the OSA:
3. How newspapers talk about Roma people? Articles from 1980’s and 1990’s.
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What did | find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project?

| kept a research diary during my time at the OSA:

3. How newspapers talk about Roma people? Articles from 1980°s and 1990’s.

E ¢ 1990. jdnius 23., szombaat

— Képein a cigdnyszemekddl hit
és derd sugdrzik. Nyilvdn nem vé-
letlendil. ..

— A hit és derfi egyetlen széval
jobban megfogalmazhaté: elszantsag.
Mert ez azért elég jellemzd erre a
harminemilliés népre. Szilksége is
van rd, hiszen szétszértan €l a vi-
{1 l4g minden t4jin. Talén, ha lenne
1ircltt torténelmiink, akkor orszigunk
s lenne,

— Orszdégot mondoit, nem hazdt
— ezek szerint itthon otthon van-
nak.

— En magyar ciginynak tartom
magam, és kimondottan biiszke va-
gvok rd. De azt hiszem, lehetek is,
éppen nemrégiben lattam a Fekete
Doboz egyik filmjét, amely arrél
$zolt, hogvan védték meg a ciga-
nyok Erdélyben a magyarokat. Sza-
vamra mondom — hdsiesen. Pedig
a cigényok errefelé lehetnek mosoly-
g6sak, gazdagok, sarkoziek, de hsbk
a legkevésbé sem. A parlamenibe
sem juthatnak be, mert nem nézik
j6 szemmel Sket az ott trénolé or-
vos-mszerész-torténészek. Pedig eb-
bbl alighanem baj lesz, ha igy ma-
rad, Isten litja lelkemet, nem kiva-
| nom: de ha a kisebbség még sokdig

Lakotelepi reneszansz *
avagy :

amiért Péli Tamds festdmiivész &
az 6rdoggel is leill kdrtydzni, ha nyerhet b~

— Egy nagyon szilk, tSbbnyire -
bérbdl-fizetésbol €16 mecéndskor tar-
tott el. Akik hittek és hisznek ben- |
nem. Baraitaim,

— Egy koité azt mondta, hogy @
hazei értetlenség alighanem elébb-
utébb g viléghirbe kergeti majd, hi-
szen a verseit ¢ magyaron kivil mdr
elég sok nyelven kiadték — Kkiilfdl-
dén. Nem fél, hogy om is igy jér?

— Ettd] igazén nem kell félnem,
ugyanis én mar most vilaghird va-
gvok. Eltem egy darabig Hollandisi-
ban, és-igazdn nem lehet ckom pa-
naszra: igazi egzotikus kuri6zumnak
szamitottam arrafelé, sok képemet
megvették, bejartam a vilagot. Nyil=
vin az illetékesek azt gondoltél:,-i :
amikor hazajottem, hogy arannyalr;
tomott matracon alszom, Ggyhogy
rdm senkinek nem kell gondolnia, |
millisrdos vagyok. Mit mondjak?! |
Nem egészen.

— Erdemes volt hazajonnie?

— Mondtam mér, hogy én magyar
cigdny vagyok, és nem holland ci- |
gény, én itt akarok, az itt €16 né-
pemnek dolgozni. Oket szeretem, Ok
szeretnek engem. Meg aztin, a ci-
giny — hiiséges fajta. Ahogy a kol-
t6 mondta; ,Ragyogjatok, hiiséges

— En magyar ciginynak tartom
magam, és kimondottan biiszke va-
gvok ra. De azt hiszem, lehetek is,
éppen nemrégiben lattam a Fekete
Doboz egyik filmjét, amely arrél
$zOlt, hogyan védték meg a ciga-
nyok Erdélyben a magyarokat. Sza-
vamra mondom — hdsiesen. Pedig
a cigényok errefelé lehetnek mosoly-
gésak, gazdagok, sarkoziek, de hdsdk
a legkevésbé sem. A parlamentbe
sem juthatnak be, mert nem nézik
j6 szemmel OGket az ott trénolé or-
vos-miszerész-torténészek. Pedig eb-
bél alighanem baj lesz, ha igy ma-
rad. Isten latja lelkemet, nem kiva-
nom: de ha a kisebbség még sokdig
elnyomatottsigot is jelent, robban-
hat az elfojtott indulat... Cigémy-
blintzésr6l szokés beszélni, ha egy
férfit kasztrilnak Székesfehérviron,
akkor okvetlenill megjelenik a més-
napi lapokban, hogy ciganyok vol-
tak a tdmaddk, de azt elfelejtik hoz-
zétenni, hogy mellesleg az ,,dldozat”
eldzdleg megerdgzakolta a ,cigany”
kislanyat.

— De ha nincs cigdnybindzés,
nincs cigény mivészet, cigdny fes-
tdmdvész se 1étezik. On micsoda?

— En egy reneszinsz festd vagyok,
aki a huszadik szdzad mésodik fe-
lében €1, eurépai és cigany lelkiile-
tid. H&4t persze, hogy nincs cigany
miivészet, Cigény kultGra viszont
igenis van, cigany lelkiilet és érzés-
vu% is van, Ennek vagyok én hid-
épitdje, ha figy tetszik nagykovete,
de ha tal a titulus, akkor ko-
vetségi tan sa, kilkapcsolata,
még azt is vallalom, hogy spionja.
Nem ldthaté rajtam messzir6l a ci-
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What did | find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project?

| kept a research diary durin '
g my time at the OSA:
3. How newspapers talk about Roma people? Articles from 1980°s and 1990’s

’ _ - . .
990 July 31: the Ciganynap in the Almassy téri Szabadidd Kézpont Hianyzo pa'rtohél kérdeztik

Macyar Hinuap

1990. jilius 31., kedd

Hianyzé pértoktd! kérdextik
Miért marafitak tavol
af ciganynaprél?

= MI¥rt nem Meniek el 8z Al
massy térl Szabadidé Kbzpont-
ban szombaton meglartoit ci-
gainynapra? == kérdestik a3 négy
LJigazolatlanul” hidnyzo pirt kép-
vigeloit.

Somlai Jdnos valasztmanyi tit-
kér (Fidesz): H

— Az iktatott leveleket is &t~ |
néztem, ce nem wlalom & meghis
vot.

Ronahdty lstvdn frakeidtitkar
(FKgP):

— Minden xildemény atmegy
a kezemen, igy biztosan allitha-
tom, hogy hozzank nem érkezett
meghivd levél

Jinost Oydrgy (6titkirhelyet- [
tes (MSZP):

— A partkdzpont nem kapott
drtesitést a ciganynapra szerves
zett politikai vitatérumrol,

Dr. Lukdcs Tamds az emberjo- 4
gi, kisebbeegt és varldsigyi bizott-
sag aleinoke (KDNP):

— Mi kaptunk meghivdt. Fél- :
tiink ugyan attol, hogy megjelené-
siink esetleg @ kampanycsend |
megtdréseként mingsithets, mi | !
azonban & rendezvény jellege | ©
miatt részt kivéntunk azon ven- !
ni. Sajnos pusztan technikat okok
miatt nem tudtam eleget tenni a
meghivdsnak. Egerbol foihivtam
a szervezoket &8 jeleztem, hogy @
ciganység probléméinak megolda-
24t célzo tervezetdkre {rasban fo-
gunk reagdini.

N. L

—

Miért marafitak tavol
al ciginyAaprol?

-M Tt nem Thentek el sz Al
massy terl Szabadidé Kbozpont-
ban szombaton meglartoit ci-
ginynapra? == kérdestlk a négy
Jigazolatlanul” hidnyzé part kép-
vigeldit.

Somlai Jdnos valasztmanyi tit-
kér (Fidesz):

— Az iktatott leveleket is at-
néztem, ce nem wlialom & meghis-
Mt‘

Ronahdty [stvdn frakeiotitkar
(FKgP):

— Minden Xxildemeény atmegy
a kezemen, [gy biztosan allitha-
tom. hogy hozzank nem érkezett
meghivd levél

Janost Cyorgy t6titkarnelyet-
tes (MSZP):

— A pdrtkozpont nem kapott
drtesitést a ciganynapra szerves
zett politikai vitatdrumrol,

Dr. Lukdcs Tamds az emberjo-
gi, kisebbaégt s vadldsigyi bizott-
sag aleinoke (XDNP):

— Mi kaptunk meghivdt. Fél-
tink ugyan attol, hogy megjelené-
siink esetleg @ kampanycsend
megtiréseként mindsithets, mi
azonban & rendezvény jellege
miatt részt kivdntunk azon ven-
ni. Sajnos pusztan technikat okok
miatt nem tudtam eleget tennt a
meghivdsnak. Egerbol folhivtam
a szervezoket &s jeleztem, hogy @

. ciganysdg problémainak megolda-

sat célzd tervezetlkre {rasban fo-

gunk reagdini.
N. L
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What did | find in the archive and how did it shape my thinking about the project?

| kept a research diary during my time at the OSA:
3. How newspapers talk about Roma people? Articles from 1980’s and 1990’s.
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giganydrama Hamburghan

Ciganyok dramajd Hamburgban. tos
tenelmi natterrel. A nyugatnemet ki
kotovarosoan 1500 lengyel es ju
goszlav cigany kert tavaly menedek-
10go! De a hamburgi btzmqyl szena-
tor csak 150-el hajlando befogadm
A keérvényezoket hazajukban poht
kailag nem uldoztek - ezzel az erv-
vel utasitottak el oket. ahogyan a Der
Spiegel cimii lap az esetrol besza-
moll

— Onok nem tehetnek ugy. mintha
2 harmadik birodalom., a nacik ci-
ganyellenes 1o hadjarata nem 10r-
iént volna meg — liltakozott Rudko
Kawczynski. a hamburgi ciganyegye-
sillet elnoke a szenatusi dontes ellen.

l

!

Kozben a elugyi szendtorra tobb ol-

‘ Még sagat
partjan belul is Osszeegyeztethetetien

a Szocialdemokrata hagyomanyokkal,
hogy a nemzetiszocializmus aldozatar
nak utodait még mindig eluldozzek”

— allapitotta meg a munkavallalok szo-
cialdemokrata eqyesulete

Az 1500 hamburgi cigany emigrans
ugye kozben emberjogi kerdésse valt &s
Kawczynski nemzetkozi birosaghoz lor-
dult a vitatott menedekjog ugyebesn. Ki-
utasitasrol egyelore nincs s20, €s a Saja-
tos problémara orszagszerte keresik a
megoldast — jelenti a nyugatnemel huir-
magqgazin.

dalrol gyakaorolnak nyomast






