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Introduction

The project, “Relics of Socialist Architecture”, is a series of short experimental-
documentary films featuring the most significant relics of socialist architecture in selected
cities of the former Soviet Bloc. The final video-art format uses split-screens combining
both actual and archival film footage of roughly five minutes length for each of the
selected topics. The moving pictures of the architectural objects in focus are underscored
by original music soundtracks based on communist songs, and audio of speeches by
communist leaders and other important figures “mashed-up” into a contemporary
electronic music composition. The scenes are accompanied by inserts of some of the
crucial historical events in various Soviet Bloc countries from the Second World War up to
the fall of the Soviet Union in 1991.

The project is based on the premise that socialist architecture is not necessarily
insignificant because it was built under the communist regime and that it may posses its
own important historical value. Many of the remarkable buildings have been destroyed
because of a perceived association with a hated regime, but some of them are memorable
pieces of architecture, witnesses of the era, and should be preserved.

Socialist architecture is generally dismissed as megalomaniacal productions of
totalitarian regimes with little architectural quality and grace. Yet, some of the buildings
are rare examples of the general trends in 20t century architecture, usually labeled as
Modernism, Functionalism, Brutalism and deserve proper documentation and
appreciation.

The film project is designed for 3 years and divided into 3 parts:
Part I. (produced in 2015) — short films covering the cities of Prague, Berlin, Budapest and
Dunaujvaros, Bucharest, and Pristina (30 min).
Part Il. (produced in 2016) covering the cities of Bratislava, Warsaw, Riga, Moscow,
Belgrade, Kiev and Chisinau. (30 min)
For the year 2017 | am planning a longer Part lll., which is to cover the impact of socialist
architecture in Asia, namely in Beijing, Ho-chi-Min City, Bishkek, Dushanbe, Baku, and
Yerevan, provided | can find a producer to subsidize the necessary long-distance journeys.
(60 min)

The completed video-art series of Part | and Il can be presented in one screening of
12 short films of a total running time around 50- 60 minutes and shown at international
experimental, documentary, and architecture film festivals. Besides the festival screening,
the above described video-art form enables the individual “city medallions” to be shown
as a series of separate short films in modern art galleries as video installations. In the



galleries, each video will be shown on a separate screen and joined by large-scale photos
of the presented buildings and a typographic text providing detailed contextual
information (location, name of the object, the year of construction, architect, historical
background and the role of the building in the historical events). Because each of the city
medallions are accompanied by an original sound-track composed by young musicians of
the country involved, | also thought of creating a CD composed of the individual original
soundtracks.

Methodology of video-art project realization
The work on the project is divided into 4 phases:
1. Development

a. Getting the idea for the basic theme of the movie (inspiration) — is the idea
worthwhile? Is it meaningful for the society?

b. Assembling the basic information and gathering knowledge, web searches for
relevant literature on the theme, purchase and study of books, preliminary
consultations on the theme with architects, searching for support in the form of
financial and intellectual support — building of the team of possible film
collaborators, contacting perspective advisors and tutors, in situ assistants etc.

c. Production prerogatives - budget building and fundraising, project scheduling,
location scouting, journey and shooting time-tables, and applications to support
organizations.

d. Research and collecting archival documents and film materials in film archives
(OSA Archivum plays a major role among the Eastern Bloc Archives), searching for
suitable archival material for the sound-track music composition.

2. Production, shooting at various locations and coordinating visits with local advisors and
assistants, trying to ensure at least a sound-track assistant is on the spot (as the one-man
documentary shooting does not enable a good quality sound-track), organizing the shot
material by dates and locations, exact notes to support the post-production.

3. Postproduction, editing, color grading, collaborating with music composers and final
cut of the material.

4. Presentation/Distribution of the final film — offering the video-art films for:

a. Festivals - application for participation in various film screenings, such as festivals,
seminaries, lectures, TV broadcasts, VOD etc.

b. Exhibitions - exhibiting the individual reels as video-art at new media exhibitions in
galleries - writing texts accompanying the exhibition in collaboration with architects and
art historians, or gallery curators.

Collected material and human support:
Further on, I'm enclosing the materials | was able to collect in the Development phase and
the advisors who are willing to support the project:

History consultants:

prof. Istvan Rév (CEU, OSA Archivum, Budapest)

researcher Vladimir Lejtnar (Ustav pro stadium totalitnich rezimd /The Institute for the
Study of Totalitarian Regimes, Pague)



Architecture consultants:

architect Dumitru Rusu (BACU Bucharest)

architect Lavente Polyak (KEK Budapest)

prof. Radomira Sedlakova (National Gallery in Prague, Head of Architecture Department at
CVUT, Czech Technical University in Prague)

architect Adam Gebrian (Prague)

architect Bekim Ramku (Prishtina)
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RESULTS OF THE FELLOWSHIP RESEARCH AT OSA ARCHIVUM, BUDAPEST:

Research and materials from OSA Archivum:

As evident from the methodology review above, the research in archives belongs to the
preliminary phase of the documentary and art video production. | am much obliged to
OSA for the opportunity to develop the project of documenting Socialist era architecture
in video-art form. | was kindly supported by a month—long grant to research the archives
located in Budapest. During the fellowship at OSA Archivum, | concentrated on searching
for archival film material of socialist architecture in Budapest and Dunaujvaros, the two
Hungarian cities with significant architecture built in the socialist style.

| am greatly obliged for advice and help from the consultant of my project, prof. Isztvan
Rév, the Head of OSA Archivum and professor at Central European University, architect
Gaspar Hajdu, Budapest tourist guide Alessandro Grimaldi, art researcher from
Dunaujvaros Anna Maria Nagy who oriented my steps to the important relics of socialist
architecture in Hungary. | managed to make short trips to the locations in Budapest and
Dunaujvaros to make video footage of the relevant objects during my stay and also visit 2
museums related to the topic: Memento Park Museum which collects and preserves
socialist statues torn down from public spaces in Budapest after the communist regime
was over in this open-air museum, and Terror Hdza Museum which is showing materials
from the fascist and communist regimes.

However, | spent most of the allotted time at the OSA Archivum in Budapest. It collects
hundreds of film reels, 11 thousand hours of audiovisual materials, mostly in the VHS
format. The chief archival funds relevant to my project include: HU OSA 306 — Collective
funds, Records related to the 1956 Revolution (1956-1996), HU OSA 320, 1922-1989,
Péter Forgac’s collection of amateur videos HU OSA 380 — 1988-2001, Rudolf Hervé
collection on alternative life styles in Hungary, HU OSA 394 - Records of the film studio of
Hungarian Ministry of Interior, 1955-89. From the above-mentioned collections, | only
succeed to view relevant tapes from HU OSA 320 (total 423 tapes) during the research
period.

The Film Collection is another part of OSA Achivum that provides a good collection
of various feature and documentary films; quite useful while researching the topic.
Another useful collection for my research comes from the photographs collected on the
platform Fortepan (www.fortepan.hu) by Mr. Miklés Tamasi. It comprises amateur
photographs from the whole Eastern Bloc region. It includes a decent collection of
photographs from Budapest, but much fewer from other cities. However, it is quite
natural that | will have to go into archives in all the cities | want to record.

Péter Forgacs’ collection HU OSA 320:
Photographs and home movies Collection 1922-1989

Since 1983, Péter Forgacs, a Hungarian video-artist, film maker and collector of
archival home movies, collected hundreds of hours of film material from Hungarian
private donors of home videos. Out of these, he created a series of 14 documentary
award-winning films based on home movies from the 1920s and 1970s, called " Private
Hungary", which documents ordinary lives of Hungarian people. This vast collection of
home video movies is now held at the OSA Archivum. The video material in Forgacs’s



collection, includes hundreds of hours of silent material shot on 8mm orl6mm film, 423
containers in total. The OSA Archivum keeps the material on VHS tapes in digitized form. It
reflects the life of ordinary Hungarian people during the communist regime quite well.
Most of the material includes private home videos capturing various family celebrations,
short trips, walks around the city, 1°* May celebrations, and also trips around Hungary and
trips to abroad. From these reels, | was able to select many short clips showing the
architectural relics | was looking for.

Though | am continually working on the topic and shooting at various locations
(after Budapest | spent two weeks researching and shooting in Prishtina, Kosovo), my
project is still in its initial phase of development and production, and only three cities -
Bucharest, Berlin and Budapest - have entered the postproduction phase. | will certainly
send the finished part | was able to shoot in Budapest and Dunaujvaros, as soon as it is
ready from post-production in autumn this year. Within the year, | am planning to finish
Prishtina, Dunaujvaros and Prague videos.

| will also continually keep you informed about the further development of my project,
which is planned for the next two years to be accomplished.

Thank you very much indeed for your support.

Haruna Honcoopova
Prague, August 28, 2015

(see pictures attachment below)



Screenshots of videos from the HU OSA 320-1-2 collection:

HU OSA 320-1-2-46 HU OSA 320-1-2-90 Construction of metro

Short amateur film about BP

HU OSA 320-1-2-63 Revolution 1956 HU OSA 320-1-2-29 Elisabeth Bridge

Pictures taken during the fellowship in the locations:
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Church Farkas;’ét, Budapest \ Water tower in Csepel, Budapest



